December 20, 2020

their communities, and for this coun-
try—thank you. Thank you for making
this country work. Thank you for
building this country as we know it.

Help is on the way. Help is on the
way in this bill, which I hope will be-
come law tonight. But there is much
more to do, and I, for one, stand ready
to work to do it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

U.S. AFRICAN-AMERICAN BURIAL
GROUNDS NETWORK ACT

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss S. 2827, the African-
American Burial Grounds Network
Act, introduced by Senator ALEXANDER
from Tennessee and me.

We know that for too long and in too
many parts of our country, Black fami-
lies were blocked from burying their
loved ones in White cemeteries. These
men and women were freed slaves, civil
rights champions, veterans, mothers,
fathers, and active workers in commu-
nities.

Our bill is simple. It directs the Na-
tional Park Service to conduct a study
on ways to identify and preserve and
record unmarked, abandoned, or other
historic African-American burial
grounds.

We need to act now before these sites
are lost to the ravages of time or devel-
opment.

In an op-ed published in the Memphis
Commercial Appeal, Senator ALEX-
ANDER summed up the need for bills
like ours: ‘“‘Our children need to learn
more history in order to grow up know-
ing what it means to be an American,
including our struggle with race.”

For more than two centuries, these
cemeteries have been looked after by
churches, community groups, and pri-
vate citizens. I learned about these ef-
forts and the struggle to preserve these
sacred places when I visited Union Bap-
tist Church in Cincinnati, where pa-
rishioners have worked to preserve
their hallowed space from vandals and
the inexorable passage of time.

The cemetery I visited in Cincinnati
was founded in 1864. It is a final resting
place for freed slaves, for Black Union
soldiers, and for civil rights activists.

I was there last November on a very
cold morning, I remember, with Ms.
Angelita Jones, chair of the trustee
board for Union Baptist Church, and
other elected officials in the city and
members of the church, to announce
funding to help restore the cemetery.
But there is more to do at this ceme-
tery and so many more like it across
the country.

Our bill will help us better under-
stand the scope and the scale of the
issue and develop the tools needed to
help churches, historic organizations,
and communities to protect these sa-
cred burial grounds.

I would like to take a minute, as we
move this legislation forward—and I
appreciate the cooperation of the peo-
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ple on all sides—to thank Senator
ALEXANDER for his help with this bill.
In fact, almost 3 years ago to the day—
it was almost exactly this day; I be-
lieve it was December 21, 2017—our bill
to create an African American Civil
Rights Network passed this Chamber.
His interest in and awareness of pro-
tecting and preserving our history and
the contributions to it by all Ameri-
cans are so important.

He has been a champion for so many
issues that I have had the pleasure to
work with him on over the years, from
protecting the Smokey Mountains to
STEM education, to helping me find
funding for cleanup efforts at a former
uranium enrichment plant in Southern
Ohio. His willingness to work across
the aisle and to work in good faith for
an agreeable compromise will surely be
missed. We all regret his retirement
and thank him for amazing service.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 2827 and the Senate

proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2827) to amend title 54, United
States Code, to establish within the National
Park Service the U.S. African-American
Burial Grounds Network, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Brown
substitute amendment be agreed to and
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2721) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘African
American Burial Grounds Study Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BURIAL GROUND.—The term ‘‘burial
ground” means any natural or prepared
physical location, whether originally below,
on, or above the surface of the earth, into
which human remains are deposited as a part
of the death rite or ceremony of a culture.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the National Park
Service.

SEC. 3. AFRICAN AMERICAN BURIAL GROUNDS
STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study of ways to identify, interpret,
preserve, and record unmarked, previously
abandoned, underserved, or other burial
grounds relating to the historic African
American experience.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the
study under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall consider—
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(1) ways to engage with descendant, local,
and other communities historically associ-
ated with identified burial grounds by geog-
raphy, genealogy, or culture;

(2) appropriate processes to identify loca-
tions of unmarked and unrecorded African
American burial grounds with appropriate
consideration for the privacy and safety of
the burial grounds;

(3) alternatives for providing in a public
database, as appropriate, the locations of,
and information on, recorded and unrecorded
African American burial grounds;

(4) alternatives for commemorating and in-
terpreting African American burial grounds;
and

(6) best practices for preserving burial
ground landscapes and caring for artifacts.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able to carry out the study under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives a
report describing—

(1) the findings of the study; and

(2) any recommendations of the Secretary.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I know of
no further debate on the bill, as amend-
ed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 2827), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the title amendment be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The title amendment (No. 2722) was
agreed to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ““A bill to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a study of African American burial
grounds, and for other purposes.”.

Mr. BROWN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

——
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B0o0ZMAN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

VOTE ON NOLAND NOMINATION

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Shall the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Noland nomina-
tion?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BURR), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ), the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENzI), the Senator from Nebraska (Mrs.
FISCHER), the Senator from Georgia
(Mrs. LOEFFLER), the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE), the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), and the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 84,
nays 5, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 282 Ex.]

YEAS—84
Baldwin Graham Portman
Barrasso Grassley Reed
Bennet Hassan Roberts
Blackburn Hawley Romney
Blunt Heinrich Rosen
Booker Hirono Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sasse
Braun Hyde-Smith Schatz
Brown Inhofe Schumer
Cantwell Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Jones Scott (SC)
Cardin Kaine Shaheen
Carper Kelly Shelby
Casey Kennedy Sinema
Cassidy King Smith
Collins Klobuchar Stabenow
Coons Lankford Sullivan
Cornyn Leahy Tester
Cortez Masto Lee Thune
Cotton Manchin Tillis
Cramer McConnell Toomey
Crapo Menendez Udall
Daines Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Moran Warner
Ernst Murkowski Whitehouse
Feinstein Murphy Wicker
Gardner Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Peters Young

NAYS—5
Blumenthal Markey Warren
Duckworth Sanders

NOT VOTING—11

Alexander Fischer Perdue
Burr Harris Risch
Cruz Loeffler Rounds
Enzi Paul

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the motion
to reconsider is considered made and
laid upon the table, and the President
will be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the nomination of Fernando
L. Aenlle-Rocha, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of California.

Mitch McConnell, John Barrasso, David
Perdue, Thom Tillis, Tom Cotton, Mike
Rounds, Roger F. Wicker, KXevin
Cramer, Richard Burr, Mike Crapo,
Steve Daines, Marsha Blackburn, John
Thune, James E. Risch, Mike Braun,
Tim Scott.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Fernando L. Aenlle-Rocha, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUz), the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. ENzI), the Senator from
Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the Senator
from Georgia (Mrs. LOEFFLER), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE),
and the Senator from South Dakota
(Mr. ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ScoTT of Florida). Are there any other
Senators in the Chamber desiring to
vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 82,
nays 7, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 283 Ex.]

YEAS—82
Baldwin Coons Hassan
Barrasso Cornyn Heinrich
Bennet Cortez Masto Hoeven
Blunt Cotton Hyde-Smith
Booker Cramer Inhofe
Boozman Crapo Johnson
Braun Daines Jones
Brown Duckworth Kaine
Cantwell Durbin Kelly
Capito Ernst Kennedy
Cardin Feinstein King
Carper Gardner Klobuchar
Casey Gillibrand Lankford
Cassidy Graham Leahy
Collins Grassley Manchin
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McConnell Rosen Tester
Menendez Rubio Thune
Merkley Sasse Tillis
Moran Schatz Toomey
Murkowski Schumer Udall
Murphy Scott (FL) Van Hollen
Murray Scott (SC) Warner
Peters Shaheen i

Whiteh
Portman Shelby Wi ék(zrouse
Reed Sinema Wyd
Risch Smith T
Roberts Stabenow oung
Romney Sullivan

NAYS—T7
Blumenthal Lee Warren
Hawley Markey
Hirono Sanders
NOT VOTING—11

Alexander Enzi Paul
Blackburn Fischer Perdue
Burr Harris Rounds
Cruz Loeffler

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 82, the nays are 7.
The motion is agreed to.

———————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Fernando L. Aenlle-Rocha, of
California, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, earlier
today, the minority leader came down
to the Senate floor and unfortunately
once again mischaracterized both the
objectives and motives of Senate Re-
publicans in the pursuit of the changes
we wanted to make with respect to the
CARES Act emergency lending pro-
gram, and I want to address that. But
let me just say candidly that I under-
stand his frustration. Republicans to-
gether set out four goals for the coun-
try with respect to these programs, and
we achieved all four goals. I guess that
is a little bit frustrating.

Let me go through just a little bit of
recent history on this. Let’s remember
that this debate has been going on for
several months. The Democrats’ origi-
nal position was to keep these pro-
grams in place. In fact, many of them
wanted to expand them. They certainly
wanted to extend them well past the
end of the year. How do we know that?
Well, among other ways, Senator SCHU-
MER himself sent a letter to Secretary
Mnuchin and Chairman Powell asking
exactly that—that they extend these
programs.

You might wonder, why would they
want to extend an emergency lending
facility when we are clearly not in an
emergency in terms of the financial
markets? The reason is that a lot of
Democrats had other purposes in mind
for these programs, and in my view,
those other purposes would have con-
stituted a terrible misuse of those pro-
grams.

One of the goals clearly was to kind
of morph the Fed’s Municipal Liquidity
Facility into a bailout fund for States

The
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